
GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in the Granard Community Library  on Tuesday, 24th July 2018 at 3.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P.J. Reilly.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Michael Carrigy,





and Gerry Hagan.

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. Tom Murtagh, Acting Director of Services.





Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer.





Ms. Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer.
APOLOGIES:

Councillors Luie McEntire and Martin Mulleady.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Hagan seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, the Minutes

of Annual Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 22nd May 2018 were

confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Hagan seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, the Minutes

of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 22nd May 2018 were

confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Bully’s Acre  -  Councillor M. Carrigy.
Councillor M. Carrigy requested that the Heritage Officer prepare a report on the restoration of the Bully’s Acre site.

R.194 at Carrieglass  -  Councillor G. Hagan.
T. Murtagh informed the members that the redesign of the round-a-bout at Carrieglass is with the Road Design Office.  The issue regarding the kerbing at the round-a-bout will be examined.

AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT.
The Area Engineers Progress Report was noted. 
Footpath Re-Instatement.

The members to submit list of footpaths in need of repair work.

UPGRADE OF AMENITIES.

D. Coppinger informed the members that a sum of €30,000 was provided in the Capital Programme each year since 2017 for capital expenditure on amenities. It was agreed that the budget should be allocated equally between each Municipal District and spent on the upgrade of existing Council amenities.

€20,000 is the available funding for the Granard MD area (2017 and 2018 allocation).

The following was agreed by the members for the allocation of €10,000 –
· Replacement of picnic benches at Dring Car Park and painting of the lakeside walls of the public toilets.
· Works on the Pier at Dring.

· Works on the Pier at Kilmore Shore and the provision of a picnic bench at this location.

· Provision of picnic benches at Lough Annagh.

The members to revert with proposals for the remaining allocation of €10,000. 

UPDATE ON THE DOLMEN IN AUGHNACLIFFE.

T. Murtagh stated that since the last meeting the Longford County Council Heritage Officer has examined this matter further.  It can now be confirmed that the land is in private ownership. At present access is only possible by an informal pathway facilitated by the land owners.   The land owners have indicated that they are very aware of the status and importance of the monument and maintenance a high level of care in managing the surround lands and the monument itself.

The Local Authority has no funding for improvement works at this location.  There are, however, funding opportunities available to local groups that could be availed of to enhance this amenity.   If any such local group wishes to explore such opportunities, the Heritage Officer has indicated that she will provide whatever help and support she can to assist the group.

Councillor M. Carrigy suggested that the Dolmen Site be included on the Village Information Board, when erected. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

U14 Feile.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly   -

“I call on Longford County Council to acknowledge the Granard/Ballymore U14 team who recently won their division at the All Ireland Feile Finals.”

It was agreed that a reception will be held at 5.00 p.m. on the 25th September, following the MD Meeting.
Road between the Old Ulster Bank Granard and Barrack Lane Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -

“That finance to be put in place to complete and open the road between the Old Ulster Bank Granard and Barrack Lane Granard to help solve the problem of heavy traffic turning left at the junction of the Library on Market Street Granard.”
D. Coppinger stated that the construction of this link road was primarily Developer lead and the unfinished road is located within a number of unfinished developments. Some of these developments are in the process of being re-activated. There are currently two Planning Applications with the Planning Department relating to significant residential developments along this road and it is likely that the developers will be required to construct (or finance the construction of) significant portions of the link road as part of the planning conditions. Any decisions on the financing and development of the rest of the road would be premature given the need to complete the Planning process.
The suitability of lorries/trucks using the proposed link road, as it would be going through a residential area, will need to be examined further.
Resurfacing Works on the Water Lane and the Crane Lane.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -

“That resurfacing road works in Granard on the Water Lane and the Crane
Yard to be carried out in this year’s Road Plan.”

D. Coppinger stated that Water Lane is a public road and will be inspected to determine its need. Any plan to surface this lane is subject to the availability of and the prioritisation of funding. 

The Crane Yard appears to be a mixture of privately owned and unregistered land. It is not a public road and therefore funding from the 2018 Roads Plan cannot be used to surface it. The owners of the land will need to consider other funding sources for this area.
Water Shortage in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -

“That an update be provided regarding the water shortage in Granard, during the recent dry spell.”

In reply to the Notice of Motion, Tom Murtagh referred to the following reply received from Irish Water -
“Thank you for your query regarding recent water shortage in the Granard area. Please accept my apologies for any inconvenience caused by this matter.

 

I can confirm a significant increase in demand for water occurred in the Granard Water Supply during the heatwave in early in early July and for a 10 day period the supply to the Granardkill area was adversely affected. 

 

Once Irish Water and Longford County Council became aware of the possible problems in this area a number of IBC’s(small tankers) of drinking water were positioned near Granardkill cemetery. 

 

The usage on these IBC’s was extremely low throughout the 10 day period. The temporary water supply in the form of IBC’s remained in place for 10 days and was subsequently removed on the 10th of July 2018 following the restoration of the water supply. From the 10th to the 14th of July a number of night-time shut offs affecting specific targeted locations in the supply zone were put in place in order to increase the levels in the local reservoir (Moatefield). 

 

On the morning of 19th of July a burst occurred on the water main to Granardkill and this interrupted the water supply in the area for approximately 12 hours while the main was being repaired and the reservoir was recharging. 

 

The supply to the Granard is now operating normally and it is expected that supply to all customers will be maintained subject to no more unforeseen operational issues such as mechanical failures/bursts etc. 

 

I trust you find the above information useful. Thank you for contacting Irish Water.

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Kate Butler

Local Representative Support Desk”

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor P.J. Reilly, stated that a deputation from the Toneywarden, Ferriskill and Granardkille areas will attend the September Municipal District meeting.  

Councillor Reilly requested that a representative from Irish Water attend the meeting.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
Beechwood Housing Estate – Councillor P. Brady.

Councillor P. Brady requested that the members be updated regarding the Taking-in-Charge of Beechwood Housing Estate in Granard, in particular the resurfacing of the roads in the estate.
Funding for Colmcille Graveyard  -  Councillor M. Carrigy.
In reply to a query from Councillor M. Carrigy, it was agreed that funding for works at Colmcille Graveyard will be reviewed at the end of 2018.

Drainage of the Black River  -  Councillor P. Brady.

An update to be provided at the September MD Meeting.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

A vote of sympathy was expressed to Maura Kilbride-Harkin on the death of her husband, Michael.

A vote of sympathy was expressed to Paddy Cooney on the death of his wife, Bridie.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
25th September 2018.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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